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THE FIRST GENERATION OF THE PENDLETON 
FAMILY IN VIRGINIA. 

The two following depositions were discovered in an unin- 
dexed volume of records in Essex County, Virginia, several years 
ago by a descendant of the Pendleton Family and are now pub- 
lished for the first time. 

VIRGINIA, Set. 

John Waggoner aged Sixty five years or thereabouts of South 
Farnham Parish in the County of Essex in Virginia, planter, 
being examined and sworn at the request of Philip Pendleton 
Deposeth and saith: 

That on or about the year of our Lord One Thousand Six 
hundred and seventy and foure ther Came Consigned to Capt Ed- 
mund Crask then living in the said Parish two reputed Brothers 
called & known by the name of Nathaniell and Phillip Pendleton, 
and this Depont. further saith that the said Nathaniell was a 
reputed Minister, and soon after his arrivall Sickened & Dyed 
and alsoe that this Depont was with his wife and Severall other 
Neighbours at ye Funerall of the Said Nathaniel Pendleton and 
did hear a Sermon preached at his Funerall, and this Depont 
further saith that he never heard that the said Nathaniell Pendle- 
ton had either wife or Child, and alsoe that the Said Phillip 
Pendleton when he had served out his time went for England, 
& returned hither again, and is since married & has Severall 
Children all now resident in King & Queen County in Virginia 
aforesd And further this Depont Saith not. 

John Waggoner. 

I Richard Buckner Clerk of Essex 
County Court do hereby Certifie 

that John Waggoner made oath to the above Deposition in Essex 
County Court ye 10th day of August 1708 And on the Motion of 
Phillip Pendleton was ordered to be Recorded and is Recorded. 

Test Richard Buckner, CI Cur. 
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Rachell Waggoner the now lawfull wife of the above named 
John Waggoner, aged fifty years or thereabouts being Examined 
& Sworn at the request of Phillip Pendleton Deposeth & Saith: 

The very Same word for word with her Said husband in 
relation to the Death of the above named Nathaniell Pendleton 
and to all other matters above mentioned and further saith not. 

Rachell Waggoner. 

I Richard Buckner Clerk of Essex County Court do hereby 
Certifie that Rachell Waggoner made oath to the above Deposi- 
tion in Essex county Court ye 10 th day of August 1708 and on 
the motion of Phillip Pendleton was ordered recorded, and is 
Recorded. 

Test Richard Buckner CI Cur. 
VIRGINIA Set. 

George Ward aged fifty Seven yeares or there abouts of 
South Farnham Parish in the county of Essex in Virginia Planter 
being examined & Sworn at ye request of Phillip Pendleton de- 
poseth and Saith : 

That on or about ye year of our Lord One Thousand Six hun- 
dred Seventy & foure their came Consigned to Capt Edmund 
Crask then liveing in the Said Parish Two reputed Brothers 
called & known by the name of Nathaniell Pendleton & Phillip 
Pendleton Sent as this Depont heard by their Mother in the Ship 
whereof was Master Capt John Plover and this Depont Saith that 
the said Nathaniell was Reputed a Minister and preached a Ser- 
mon in the above said parish Church Soon after his Arrivall 
and Imediately thereupon Sickened & dyed And this Depont 
further Saith that he was a Servant in the House where the said 
Nathaniell Pendleton dyed and did see the said Nathaniell in- 
terred in the Earth, and never heard that the said Nathaniell 
Pendleton had either wife or child, and this Depont further Saith 
that the said Phillip Pendleton went for England at the end of 
five years servitude, and came to Virginia again the Same year 
and Since marryed & had severall children all now resident in 
King & Queen County in Virginia aforesd, And further this 
Depont Saith not. George Waf(L 
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I Richard Buckner Clerk of Essex County Court do hereby 
Certifie that George Ward made oath to the above Deposition in 
Essex County Court the 10 th day of August 1708 And on Mo- 
tion of Phillip Pendleton was ordered to be recorded, and is 
recorded. 

Test Richard Buckner CI Cur. 

At a Court held for Essex County on Tuesday ye 10 th day of 
August 1708. The Depositions of George Ward & John Wag- 
goner & Rachell Waggoner wife of ye sd John concerning . . . 
Pendleton by them made oath to in Court and on ye mocon of 
Philip Pendleton admitted to record. 

(Essex County Court, Deeds, &c. No. 13, pages 118-119 and 
Order Book 1 708-1 714, page 46.) 

It is unnecessary to go into the details of the Pendleton gen- 
ealogy. Reverend Philip Slaughter published a very good tenta- 
tive account of the descendants of Philip Pendleton in his "His- 
tory of St. Mark's Parish, Culpeper County, Virginia" (1877) 
and this account was re-written by Mrs. Mary Dunnica Micou and 
published with many additions, in Green's "Genealogical and 
Historical Notes on Culpeper . . . Embracing" a Revised 
and Enlarged Edition of Dr. Philip Slaughter's History of St. 
Mark's Parish" (1900). 

The facts given in the depositions quoted above are, with a 
few exceptions, given in Doctor Slaughter's history, and by 
Bishop Meade in his "Old Churches, Ministers and Families of 
Virginia" (1861), the latter stating that he derived his informa- 
tion from "a brief autobiography of Judge [Edmund] Pendle- 
ton . . . and from a genealogy by the same, both executed 
not long before his death." 

Doctor Slaughter says that Nathaniel and Philip Pendleton 
were sons of Henry Pendleton of Norwich, England, but gives 
no authority for his statement. Mrs. Micou in her revised edi- 
tion of Doctor Slaughter's account says that "Philip Pendleton 
was son of Henry Pendleton, 3rd son of Henry Pendleton, son 
and heir of George Pendleton, Gentleman, who married Elizabeth 
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Pettingall, daughter of John Pettingall, Gentleman, of Norwich, 
England." * Unfortunately Mrs. Micou gives no authority for her 
statement. 

The compiler of these notes has had no way of either verify- 
ing the statements relating to the English pedigree of the Pendle- 
ton family nor of conducting a research into the records in Nor- 
wich. The statements are doubtless substantially correct but 
more detail would be interesting. 

That Nathaniel Pendleton was in "orders" is certainly evi- 
dence that he was a man of education. Bishop Meade makes the 
statement that Philip Pendleton was "a teacher." The Bishop 
doubtless drew this piece of information from the autobiography 
of Judge Edmund Pendleton; so here we have evidence that 
Philip, the progenitor of the Virginia Pendletons was also an 
educated man. Judge Pendleton was a grandson of the first 
Philip and certainly had every opportunity of knowing about his 
forbears and their occupations. 

The depositions of the Waggoners and of George Ward, given 
above, reveal the fact that Philip Pendleton was an indentured 
servant to Edmund Crask of Essex County but the nature of his 
servitude is not stated and it is a much too risky business to ven- 
ture a statement in regard to the employments of any man at the 
time that Philip Pendleton lived, particularly when he was under 
"indentures." The statement made by George Ward that he 
understood that the Pendleton's were sent to the colony by their 
mother, is very interesting and one cannot but speculate as to 
the reasons for their being sent. Philip Pendleton evidently did 
not break off relations with his family in England for "at the end 



*The following is taken from Walter Rye's, Norfolk Families, Part 
IV, Norwich, 1913, p. 661. "Pendleton: A Visitation Family (see Harl. 
Visit, p. 219) which bore [arms] gu. an escutcheon arg. between four 
escallops in saltire, or. George Pendleton, of a Manchester family, was 
father of George Pendleton, of Norwich, who married Elizabeth Pettingall, 
of Swardeston, father of (i. a.) Henry Pendleton, of Norwich, who mar- 
ried Susan Camden, of London, father of [1] George (s. p.), [2] John, 
and [3] Henry. I do not find any of them mentioned in the index to 
Blomefield nor in the Norwich Freeman Rolls." 
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of five years servitude" he returned to the mother country. After 
a brief sojourn there he came again to Virginia. 

Why the depositions of Ward and the Waggoners were made 
and recorded at the request of Philip Pendleton is another matter 
of interest, but, as yet, no record has been discovered which tells 
why this was done. One cannot help but wonder, however, if it 
was necessary for Philip Pendleton to prove the points therein 
on account of family matters in England. 

Philip Pendleton evidently spent his remaining days in King 
& Queen County, the total destruction of whose records prevents 
our discovering anything more about him. It is stated that his 
wife's name was Isabella Hurt and that he died in the year 1721. 
His children were : (1) Henry Pendleton, born 1683, died 1721, 
married Mary daughter of James Taylor. She married secondly, 
Edward Watkins; (2) Elizabeth Pendleton, born about 1685, 
died 1 761, married Samuel Clayton; (3) Rachel Pendleton mar- 
ried John Vass ; (4) Philip Pendleton married Elizabeth Pollard ; 

(5) John Pendleton, born 1691, died 1775, married Miss Tinsley ; 

(6) Catherine Pendleton, born 1693, died , married John 

Taylor; (7) Isabella Pendleton married Richard Thomas. 

Whatever may have been the status in England of the branch 
of the Pendleton family to which the emigrants Nathaniel and 
Philip Pendleton belonged, or whatever may have been the reasons 
for their seeking a home in the new world, the social and economic 
status of the first two generations of the family in Virginia is 
known quite definitely to have been that of the "planter class" 
(technically speaking) as distinguished from the "gentry." They 
were people of moderate means, living quiet lives, members of 
the Established Church, probably above the average in point of 
education, doubtless taking part in the more strictly local affairs 
and on the whole most desirable citizens : dignified, industrious, 
clean. If there is anything in the theory of heredity the Pendle- 
ton family is a very good example thereof. In the third and fourth 
generations great ability was exhibited in one instance at least 
(Judge Edmund Pendleton) and marked ability in several in- 
stances. This "ability" made itself known at a time when there 
was real opportunity for the reward of "merit," and at a time 
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when it was known that the Pendletons were people of certainly 
not more than comfortable circumstances. Their offices were not 
"purchased" and they were not allied by marriage, or otherwise 
to the really powerful families of the last days of the colony or 
of the early days of the state. Space forbids our going into de- 
tails here (though they have been fully worked out) and a brief 
summary must suffice. 

In the third generation we have Edmund Pendleton, jurist 
and statesman, and Henry and John Pendleton and in the fourth 
and fifth generations Nathaniel Pendleton of New York, a law- 
yer of note, Henry, of South Carolina, jurist, another Edmund, 
jurist and member of Congress, Nathaniel Greene Pendleton, a 
member of Congress, Philip Clayton Pendleton, a United States 
District Judge. Through Pendleton women such names may be 
added to this list as those of James and Philip Pendleton Bar- 
bour, John Esten Cooke, Edmund Pendleton Gaines, David 
Hunter Strother, John Pendleton Kennedy, Anthony Kennedy, 
Philip Clayton, and his sons George Rootes Clayton, and Augustin 
Smith Clayton. 

Later generations of the family have also added their full 
quota to the record of "ability" : men prominent in the affairs of 
state, members of the bench and bar, physicians of both soul and 
body, teachers and soldiers. Of the women of the race, let us 
note in passing, that only political disability has perhaps pre- 
vented them from obtaining the distinctions which have fallen 
to the men of the family. The women have, however, been truly 
distinguished : qualities of mind, in many instances far above 
the ordinary and in some instances amounting to genius, cer- 
tainly "ability", and qualities of heart which in the real work of 
Life are so very necessary. 

It is but fair to state also that the Pendleton family numbers 
among its members just as many mediocre people as one generally 
discovers in the histories of large houses. This is but the natural 
course of human families and really serves but to intensify the 
interest of the student of heredity and environment in the history 
of this family as a whole and particularly when due consideration 
is given to the really more than expected "ability" which it has 
produced. 



